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Mangaluru: Flavia D'Souza,
a homemaker from Pavoor-
Uliya island, could not save
her husband Basil D'Souza,
whosuffereda heartattack17-
years ago because he could
notreachthehospital on time.
Reason: The island, 10km
from the city, has no connecti-
vity and the residents depend
on a countrymade boat to re-
achthe mainland.

It's not the sad story of Fla-
via alone but one of the aro-
und36families comprising 200
persons on this island. Due to
apathy of the people’s repre-
sentatives and the district ad-
ministration, these people are
living in stone-age like era,
cut-off from the outer world.
Their problems get aggrava-
ted when the river swells du-
ringrainy season. Riskingthe-
ir lives every day children
cross the river to go to schools
and colleges.

The 50-acre Island can be
reached only by rowing for
around 800 metres and one
has to then take a two-whee-
ler ride towards the highway
for a further 1.5km. “Every-
day is full of adventureforus.
Juggling between boat, over-
flowingriver with strong cur-
rents and rains, we try to
crossthe Nethravatiandgoto
schools,” sharesastudent.

The Island has around 30
students studying in various
schools and colleges. To go to
the other end, they have to as-
semble near a boat boarding
areaby6.30am. “Asthereissalt
water, we need atleast 4-6 pairs
of footwear every year and we
skip classes whenever there is
heavy flood in the river,” a stu-
dentsadds.

Earlier there was a go-
vernment primary school
but it was closed as teachers
were unwilling tocome. Even
the residents have to cross a
river and travel almost one
kilometre justeventobuythe

TIndia raises H1-Bconcerns
~ with higher-ups in US 8

Residents of Pavoor-Uliya island depend on a country-made boat to cross
Netravathi river to reach Mangaluru

grocery. They pay one and
half times more money to get
a LPG cylinder transported
to their houses. Also, they ha-
ven't constructed any new
houses from several decades
as transportation of raw ma-
terials cost them more.
Most of theisland dwellers

here eke out their livelihood
by inland fishing and rolling
beedis. However, due to ram-
pant sand mining and other
ecological imbalance, fishing
activity has reduced and they
are forced to take up alternati-
vejobsoutside their territory.
Though they live surroun-

ded by water, they do not have
potable water for consump-
tion. Only one well situated
adjacent to the chapel has po-
table water and the entire vil-
lagedependsonit, “Wearefor-
ced to drink salt water. We

first boil then consume it," sa-

ys Sweetie D'Souza, astudent.

land, learnt about the pro-
blems of the people thereand
along with other 18 budding
engineers is on a mission to
save thisisland.

The team named u"l‘rl-
gon' is running from pillar to
post, meeting people’s repre-
sentatives from Pavoor-Uliya
gram panchayat to provide re-
lief to the residents of the is-
land. They havealso writtento
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di explaining the situation.
The team has spent around a
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Engmeerlng student

ister Su]lth Lasrado explains the plight of Islanders on lnfant Jesus mapel premlses at Pavoor uliya island on the outskirts of Man-
galuru on Saturday. (Right) Team members of ‘Trigon’ embark on the boat for a group photo after a visit to the island.

‘“Trigon’ trigger.s new hope '

among Pavoor Uliya islanders
Sahyadri engg college students work for the cause for people

Sreekantswamy B

PAVOOR ULIYA (MANGALU-
RU): It was way back in
1968, the spectre of mass
eviction was looming large
on 50 and odd families at
Pavoor Uliya island on the
outskirts of Mangaluru.

However, a chapel, named
Infant Jesus Chapel, was built
to keep the flock of majority
Christian population together,
dissuading them from falling
prey to any such rehabilitation
packages from the govern-
ment. Four decades have
elapsed and yet there is no sign
of authorities refraining from
shifting the left over 38 families
here.

However, their demand for
adequate basic facilities, mainly
bridge connecting Uliya Pavoor
and Adyar, remains a pipe
dream. In the absence of sur-
face transport, rowing boat is
the only mode of transporta-
tion, ferrying people from ei-
ther side, indeed with danger
lurking as and when the water
level at river Netravathi brims,
mainly during monsoon.

Now, the dwellers have
found a ray of hope in “Trigon’,
al4-member team of engineer-
ing students, a mix of civil en-
gineering and mechanical,
from Sahyadri College of En-
gineering and Management.
The team members with a mot-
to ‘Make A Change’ (MAC) and
led by Alister Sujith Lasrado
have been running from pillar
to post from the past one year
to ensure that the islanders
here get their due.

Alister said, “T have mailed a
letter to the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) on April 6 itself
explaining the plight of people
living here. An acknowledge-
ment was received on April 10
saying that action is in the mak-
ing”

Common plan

Alister and his like-minded
friends have a common plan —-
- to impress upon authorities
for building a bridge, setting
up reverse osmosis (RO) plant
to ensure safe drinking water
for islanders and a five-year
plan for the benefit of the lo-
cals. Most importantly, sewage
lines on the foot way that con-

nects the shore from nauonal
highway 66.

Onone hand, they have been
keeping track of local MLLA and
Food and Civil Supplies Minis-

-ter U T Khader promise to
build a bridge, for which an en-
hanced estimate of Rs 5 crore
is ready, while on the other
hand, they are attending meet-
ings at gram panchayat to

keep the pressure up in local

level.

They have also been doing
their bit to raise funds for set-
ting up RO plant as most of the
people depend on salt water for
drinking purpose. They have
launched google forms a week
ago and have succeeded in col-
lecting Rs 5,000 already, a
good start indeed, they claim
in chorus.

A year ago

Alister said, a year ago, at-
tempts were made again to
shift themin the name of reha-
bilitation to Innoli.

Some officials from Pavoor
Gram Panchayat had also vis-
ited them to process the for-
malities. But the people resis-
ted, thus restraining the

officials from going ahead
with ‘eviction’ plans.

Unwilling to shift to else-
where, they want the authori-
ties to build the bridge, while
the rest will be taken care of by
the ‘Lord’.

How it all started

How the plight of islanders at
Pavoor Uliya came to focus
again is a rather intriguing
story.

It all happened on last Shiv-
aratri day, when Alister bunked
classes.

With a penchant for explor-
ing new places, he thought of
visiting the island near to his
college. Till then, he had heard
about the island only from his
policeman father, who had jot-
ted details about it in his beat
book.

Since then, Alister frequent-
ed the island for six months
only to understand travails
faced by the people. It was not
that easy, with islanders sens-
ing something amiss in a new
face on their land. However, it
was momentary, as Alister ex-
plained them about the pur-
pose of his visit to do his bit for

their cause. Since then there
was no turning back and also
the ‘one-man force’ was joined
by his two other friends Allan
Loy D’Souza and Jonatha
Adriel Rodrigues making for
“Trigon’ (meaning triangular).
They found 11 more like-mind-
ed friends in Shwetha Gollara-
halli, Akshay, Mohammed If-
shaq, Jevin Maria D’Cunha,
Chaithra B M, Ameen Nazeer,
Vinson, Suraksha K M, Saman
Ayyub, Raksha and
Rashmitha.

Pavoor to ‘Oreo Island’
Whenever ‘Trigon’ members
mark any achievement, they
gather at their regular jaunt
opposite college for drinking
‘Oreo shake’ (a mix of oreo and
milk). Inspired, they have re-
named ‘Pavoor Uliya’island as
‘Oreo Island’, that regularly fea-
tures in their conversation as
‘Oreo...

Not just that, if they come
across any people from the is-
land, they call them as ‘Oreo
people’, ‘Oreo Kids'. For any
g;.her thing, ‘Oreo’ is the pre-
DH News Service '\ |



